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ONCE UPON A TIME... 

A story about one week in Sankt Peteri. And now, after your visit, it has also become 
your story, yours and ours.

Sankt Peteri , a village somewhere in the Austrian mountains but right in the middle 
of Kuopio. A secluded village, which can only be reached by fortune - or misfortune. 
Coming to the village is difficult and it is really impossible to arrive. Because the 
people of Sankt Peteri want to stay among themselves. People from outside, near or 
far, are usually not wanted here. The world behind the gate is far away and in the 
opinion of Sankt Peteri it should stay that way. But that‘s not how life works. Borders 
have always been crossed, inner and outer ones. People move, come and go, get 
lost, get stuck together, find each other, or perish. It‘s been like that forever. Hau.

Johannes is determined to stay in Sankt. Peteri, although the word “Fremder” sticks 
to him like feathers to tar. He fell in love with Anna Liisa and got permission from her 
father to marry her. But as they say: he made the bill without the host. Or better, 
without the hostess: Husso Salama.
She came back to the village with her son Mikko to demand what he deserves: the 
woman. Anna Liisa. 
But the woman wants to go her own way. She does not want to marry Mikko, her 
childhood sweetheart. She wants to stay with Johannes and start a family with him. 
But Husso and Mikko did not come back without a plan. They know Anna Liisa‘s se-
cret and threaten to reveal it if she does not yield. Because Anna Liisa got pregnant 
two years ago. When Mikko heard about it, he left out of fear the village, Anna Liisa 
and his dog Krambambuli. When the contractions began, Anna Liisa made her way 
to Husso, the village midwife, to give birth to the child. But she did not make it. The 
child was born in the forest, but his life there lasted only a moment. Anna Liisa suf-
focated it in a panic. When she arrived with the dead infant at Husso’s, she took the 
bundle and buried it. It was done. Later Husso came up with the idea of ​​how she can 
turn the misfortune to the benefit of Mikko. She also left the village and worked from 
then on as an “angel maker” (what they used to call a woman who performs aborti-
ons).  The money she made should one day allow Mikko to return as a man of means. 
That day was the beginning of my story and the end of your stay in Sankt Peteri.

For seven days Anna Liisa fought with Husso, Mikko and her conscience. And final-
ly, she chose a path that no one in Sankt Peteri has ever gone before. The path of 
honesty. She confessed to the village and accepted all consequences. Sankt Peteri,  
they are deadly - but in the name of God! The village demands (self-) execution for 
atonement. Anna Liisa dies, Mikko marries her sister and life in the village goes on. 
And Johannes? He was expelled from the village. Not because he has something 
to do with the child murder, but simply because he is not from here and anger and 
(self-) contempt must find their outlet somehow. If he didn’t die, he‘s probably still 
looking for a place to live and forget.
In the last few hours you have had the chance to get to know the village and its in-
habitants a little better. Its fears, hopes, strengths and weaknesses. They all make up 
the climate here in Sankt Peteri, highs and lows. 

May you always be safe and fearless wherever life will take you. May you never have 
to experience such violence, such contempt and repression, as many had to endure 
in this village. May your life be a different story.

In „Anna Liisa Nesterval“, the Viennese performance collective Nesterval engages 
its audience in a dramatic wedding story with a fatal outcome and remixes feminist 
literature of the 19th century with sentimental Austrian country-style films and bleak 
mountain realism.

Figures and plot elements are based on the works „Krambambuli“ (1883) by the Aus-
trian author and Humanist Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach and „Anna-Liisa“ (1895) by 
Minna Canth. Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach (1830-1916) is probably the most famous 
Austrian author of the 19th century with her socio-critical psychological narratives. 
Minna Canth (1844-1897) is one of the leading authors of Finnish realism and has 
become a major champion of women‘s rights. Her birthday is a Finnish state holiday, 
the day of equal rights. With their socio-critical works, combined with the demand 
for emancipation, both authors made important political work in Austria and Finland. 
It is not known whether the two authors have ever met during their lifetime. But in „ 
Anna Liisa Nesterval „ their works meet in the setting of  Name of the Museum
There are thematic (homeland, strangers, violence, love, guilt) and stylistic (natu-
ralism) similarities, but only in the sense of parallels. Nesterval now connects them 
directly. In both works, the appearance of outsiders is already included. That they 
now come from each other‘s pieces, makes them double strangers in the respective 
homeland stories. The fact that the imaginary Austrian village got literally transfer-
red into a Finnish open-air museum represents the connection even more. But the two 
works were not the only source of the story: personal family stories of the performers 
were quoted as well as original folk song texts, (anti) Heimatfilm motives, insults 
and Stammtisch (no English word, maybe a Finnish one exists?) slogans from actual 
Austrian political forums.

The visitors find themselves in the middle of the action and in their group will find 
their own truth. In search of the magical place called home, they are confronted with 
questions about strangers, violence, love and guilt. Whom do I believe? Whose side 
do I stand on? Do I dare to judge? How far and where do I go? Am I saying somet-
hing? Do I dare to ask myself? How deeply you dive into the story, depends also 
on how open you are to the strange(r) - and sometimes that‘s not so easy. Because 
xenophobia and self-contempt lie close to each other in the small village away from 
the world...

„Anna Liisa Nesterval“ deals with the concept of home, from different perspectives, 
from inside and outside. Traditions are recorded, mixed and reinterpreted. In their 
new adventure, Nesterval mixes gender roles and role models and opens up the con-
cept of home for a pluralistic society.
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